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Prerequisites	  

!  An	  Rstudio	  biosense	  account	  
!  Access	  to	  the	  raw	  biosense	  data	  for	  your	  site	  
!  The	  name	  of	  the	  database	  and	  meaningful	  use	  table	  for	  

your	  district	  
!  All	  of	  these	  can	  be	  requested	  with	  a	  single	  email	  to	  

"  BioSenseProgram@cdc.gov	  
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Save	  the	  definition	  R	  files	  to	  your	  computer	  
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Login	  to	  Rstudio:	  https://adm.biosen.se/rstudio	  
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Upload	  the	  file	  
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Upload	  the	  file	  
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Upload	  the	  file	  
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Upload	  the	  file	  
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Open	  up	  the	  file	  
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Add	  your	  username	  and	  password	  
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Change	  to	  the	  correct	  database	  and	  table	  for	  your	  district	  
(email	  BioSenseProgram@cdc.gov	  if	  you	  don’t	  know	  this)	  
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Save	  file:	  click	  on	  save	  icon	  



https://biosen.se
Public Health Surveillance Through Collaboration
BioSense

Run	  script:	  click	  on	  “source”	  
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Wait	  …	  it	  can	  take	  a	  while	  (definition	  1	  took	  me	  
about	  13	  minutes	  on	  the	  Cook	  County	  site)	  
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You	  may	  see	  this	  message,	  just	  click	  to	  get	  rid	  of	  it,	  
then	  ignore	  
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When	  it’s	  done	  running,	  you	  should	  see	  a	  .csv	  file	  on	  
the	  right	  
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Download	  the	  .csv:	  check	  the	  file	  
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Download	  the	  .csv:	  click	  More	  
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Click	  Export	  
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Download	  .csv	  
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Open	  in	  excel	  
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Final	  file	  
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Running	  concurrent	  MERS	  definition	  queries	  
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You	  can	  also	  run	  all	  of	  the	  MERS	  definitions	  
concurrently	  in	  Rstudio	  to	  save	  time	  

!  Make	  sure	  you	  have	  uploaded	  the	  R	  scripts	  to	  Rstudio	  
!  In	  the	  bottom	  window,	  enter	  the	  command:	  

system("Rscript -e 'source(\"MERS_definition1.R\")'", wait=FALSE) 

!  	  (See	  next	  slide	  for	  screenshot)	  
!  Repeat	  for	  as	  many	  of	  the	  5	  definitions	  as	  you	  want	  to	  run	  

at	  one	  time,	  changing	  the	  name	  of	  the	  command	  to	  match	  
the	  definition	  
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Enter	  the	  command	  at	  the	  prompt	  in	  the	  lower	  left	  
hand	  window	  
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Use	  the	  refresh	  button	  to	  check	  if	  the	  output	  .csv	  file	  
is	  available	  


