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Objective

The new NATO Disease Surveillance System (DSS) was
deployed for the second time in Kosovo within the multi-
national armed forces in 2010 for a 3 days experiment. The
objective of the survey was to continue the development of
real-time disease surveillance capability for NATO forces, in
parallel with the implementation of the NATO Deployment
Health Surveillance Centre in Munich in 2010.

Introduction

The 2010 NATO DSS experiment was the second deployment
of the French ‘Alerte et Surveillance en Temps Réel’ (ASTER)
system within a multinational armed task force in real
operational conditions. This experiment was scheduled
within the ASTER evaluation program (Figure 1), as con-
structed by French and NATO Armed Forces after several
previous works.!=

Methods

The DSS was set up in May 2010 within the medical facilities
of six NATO allied nations taking part in the multinational
armed forces task force in Kosovo (KFOR): Austria, Czech
Republic, France, Germany, Poland, and United States of
America. Each nation received one laptop loaded with
software that allowed medical data to be recorded. The
recorded data was sent to a national data collection server at
KFOR headquarters in Pristina. A permanent communication
link was used to send the data simultaneously to the analysis
centre level in Munich, where a multinational team was
deployed. Real medical data were used, but also simulated
data within the Polish medical facility, in order to assess the
ability of the analysis level to detect and to manage a natural
Norovirus outbreak. Three other types of surveys were
realized: a knowledge-attitude—practice survey within the
stakeholders, a study of social networks, and a Human Factor
study (using Lewis, NASA, and SART questionnaires).

Results

The Norovirus outbreak was detected in real-time and
adapted measures proposed by the analysis level (individual
and collective hygiene measures, medical treatment, and
adaptation of activities). In all, 42 people took part in the
three studies (28 in Kosovo and 14 in Munich). The analysis
of the results is currently in progress and will be presented
during the congress.

Conclusions

This evaluation is an intermediary one, it should be
strengthened by a final evaluation, promoting continuous
improvement, before generalization for all the military
NATO deployed units.

Figure 1 Intermediary evaluation for NATO ‘Disease Surveillance System’
deployed in Kosovo in November 2010 as a part of the whole NATO
evaluation process.
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